
VIRGINIA'S NEGLECTED CORNERS
KEYTOSTATE'SFUTUREPROGRESS

VIRGINIANS AWAKENING
TO V1LIIE OF GOOD ROADS

.Tamos \V. Brooks Hays People of
State Are "Coming Muck" to

Develop CoraerH.

HOW BONDS CAN BE REDEEMED

Speukcr Says Stop Waste 011 185,-
OOO Farms, Duo to Bad BoadN,
and Money Will Boll Into Stato
Treasury.

Progress of the railroad, telegraph,telophono and the wireless syatemnduring the past fifty years won re¬
counted forcibly by Jamea W. Brooks,director of the American HighwayKducational Bureau, In an addressI efore the Virginia Good Roads As¬
sociation at Ivoanoke. He said Inthe realm of transportation of
thought and speech, or message oneto another, we began with the run¬
ner or mounted courier. Today that
runner or mounted courier has been
translated Into 32.000,000 miles ofwire, running Into the heart of more
than 10,000.000 homes and offices andcarFylng every twenty-four hours
nioro than 32,000,000 messages. The
energies of our people have expanded
from fhore to shore, and havingreached the ultimate In that direc¬
tion, we are now turning back for a
more Intensive development of inner
upaces.spaces that have been longneglected as we have followed In the
wake of steel and steam transconti¬
nental enterprises.

Mr. Brooks pointed out that In our
boyhood days we raced from one
fence corner to another looking for
a good playground, the next aiwayalooking more attractive than the one
wo were lu. That, to use a simpleIllustration, Is just what we have been
doing In a national way. Wc have
kopt up this chase until we have
raced Into every corner there la. We
now discover that the corners we
have neglected are worth while after
all, no wo are coming tnck. Wo are
coming back In juBt such work as
you are doing in the Virginia Good
ltoada Association, for you have set
your handH to the development uf
those neglected corners.

Changes Along the Horn).
Mr. Brooks' subject was "The

Changing Hoad." mid* he said as we
como back wo are met by many
chnnges. For Instance, the old town
livery has blossomed out Into a mul¬
titude of garages, and motor acces¬
sory dealers havo spread all over tho
place, until tho old harnessmaker
v-ondcrs where ho Is.

I doubt if very many of us could
recall the brand of axle grease used
yesterday; Instead, our heads aro
packed with facts about gasoline.
Wo no longer drlvo In tho pond to

tighten our tires, we turn In at tho
garage and light a cigar whllo some-
0110 else turns on the air.
Wo huve Jumped from horso shoes

to skid chains, and shifted our power
from horse-collar to a gasoline tank.
As we speed along wo read the tlmo

on a neat little clock at our feet In¬
stead of squinting at the sun.
We find the wagon town of South

Bend has been swallowed up by tho
motor town of Dotrolt; and oven
dressmakers have been whirled into
the change by more attractive wages
for nimblu lingers In "dolling up" tho
limousine.
And finally, we never dreamed we

would like to see the day when tho
country road would need a depot In
town, but that Is exactly what has
happened, for I can take you to hlgh-
v.ay freight and passenger stations
hi noi a row cities.

Country Itond n I'tibllc I'tlllty.Tho point I want to ImproHH Is this:That under tho shror force of eco¬
nomic progress tho country road Ih
1<oIiik forced Into a commanding po¬sition hh a public utility.

In turning back to those neglected
aii'as wo have reached a point whore
It in now every?Slutw to Its own task.
That 1b tho'meaning of your rnoetlri"gJiere today; that In the meaning of
the Virginia Good Itoadrt Association.
With those facts in mind.with thoso
evidences towards a Kreator use of
the highway.we come hack to the
problem at our own door.

Kor the sake of approaching tho
subject from a new angle, we may
Fay that farming is manufacturing.We call it agriculture, because it hasto do with the soil. Hut It Is manu¬
facturing none tho lees.-making corn,wheat, oats and tobacco and ko on.Tho only difference Is that nature In
n partner In the plant, works on theJob an the seasons come and go, and
.lraws no dividends. '

Jie would be a very foolish manu¬
facturer Indeed who woulfl localo ills

factory In such position as to bo un¬
able to reach his marketing; or de¬
livery point dependably and regu¬
larly. And the manufacturer who
would permit the surface of the
thoroughfare over which ho hauled
hl« product to remain tn n condition
that would require an unnecessary
amount of time !n hauling.time that
otherwise could be applied to greater-
production.would soon find himself
out of business. That is the situa¬
tion of the farmer on u bad road.

V\ e may assume that Virginia Is a
vast open air factory. Upon lookingIn we flnil a total ground area or
floor space of more than 25,000,000acres. So far, you have put about
10,000.000 acres of that space Into
farm production and about 8,000.000
more (n lumber, leaving an Idle floor
space or ground urea of more than
7,000,000 acres. If that were in pro¬duction today wKat would It mean to
Virginia?

Idle Acre* Challenge All Men.
I submit In all earnestness that

every Idle acre In Virginia today Is
a challenge to business men.men of
large affairs.to lend their aid In get¬ting It into full production. And
thoro Is no other way to do this ex¬
cept, by making a better use of the
road, as you now propose to do.
From the standpoint of the road

and Its relation to Industry, It Is a
curious fact that our way back to
neglected opportunities Is beinglighted by the fires of industry which
wo kindled on our way out. This
truth is expressed In the pressure
which now comes from Industrial and
commercial centers for tlio widening
and lengthening of supply zones
through the development of roads. It
Is not so much how many railroads
run through a town today thai make
it j^reat t-.s how many good highways
lend out of It. And we have come to
understand that It Is Just as essen¬
tial to the welfare of the people whi
are engaged in our comnttrclal cen¬
ter* to lay a good and dependable
economic baiis :\u it Is to lay gas p'n-j
nilfl m»(or mnln

Now. If v3u will |>< rmlt mo ».o fol¬
low the changing roitd to Its logical
conclunion, ho far an It roncArns the
problems which you havo In hand,
your next Mump will be the matter
of finance. It is genurally assumed
that thin pha.se will ^Jje handled
through an issuance of bonds. That
has been understood, but when tlio
proportion coines before the legis¬
lature for definite action, the point
back of the proposed Issues will be
"where will we pet the money to re¬
deem the bonds?"

Will It Increase our tax burdens?
That will he a very direct question
coin I up from ihc back districts.
You can say this.and say It with¬

out fear of successful contradiction
.that you propose to pet the money
for the rede million of the bonds out
the roacln themselves.

Slop Waste.
That T prant you.Is an abstract

statement. Hut If It were possible
for you to marshal all the Items of
waste which now lie at the bottom
of the unsurfaced road.roads that
take an excessive toll In vehicle
operation and add that to the losses
that come to aprlcullure nnd Indus¬
try as a result of transportation re¬
strictions. you will find, I am quite
sure, an astonishing total.a total that
will far more than cover the cost
of your new roads.
You have In your open-air factory

1S5.O00 farms. or farm units in the
plant. I think you will apree with ine

that had roads.countinp the days
that they are wholly Impassable and
other days on which travel Is diffi¬
cult. cause an average time loss of
one hour per day to earh one of these
farms. That means a total time loss
of 185.000 hours, or more than 23,-
000 working: days. It means that
that your roads are wastlnp 98,000
workinp days every week.
Put a stop to this form of waste.

to say nothing of uneconomic vehicle
operation.and you will very soon
find where lo pet the money for the
redemption of your bonds When
analyzed from this standpoint we

can see very clearly how a highway
bond becomes an opportunity unstcad
of an obligation, and how we can un«i

it as a financial lever to throw the
road over into a new position where
It can pay Its own way out. While
the money goes Into the regular
channel through your State Treasury
to redeem the obligation. It will be¬
gin coming hack to you In greater
volume on the profit side of the ac¬

count.
The results of thin enterprise must

he taken across the door sill to every
hearthstone. Unless you do that In
the form of happier circumstances
for the people, you will short elr-
c'Jlt the whole project, for there In
the home Is where you want to Innd
ultimately with nil the Inspirational
powers which you can generate. When
you do that, rural decay will stop,
youth will go hack to nature's work¬
shop and the whole of Virginia blend
into a bright new f.tcture.
We talk about luod reclamation,

the drainage of swamps and so on.
You aro proposing to apply ttiut same
principle to community reclamation.
You propose to drain the sloughs of
despond In Virginia by the construc¬
tion («f modern roads.
We talk aftout harnessing our nat¬

ural resources, about concertlug our
waterfalls Into light, beat and power.
You aro 'proposing to tap the great-
est source of power of all for public
good,-a source that has never failed
the nation or the State In the past, a
source that will not fall In the fu¬
ture.the heart of Virginia.

Tribute tu Country Itoad.
My friends, I hold an affection for

the road, for which I make no apolo¬
gy, and 1 thank Clod every day of my
life for the country end of the line,
it is on that end where most of u«
started.barefoot In summer, cop¬
per-toed In winter.with lessons on
the right conduct of llf« from humble
parents that no university In the land,
however great, can ever surpass.

tin that end of the line we find no
strange doctrines.no angry mobs
clamoring against establishing order,
but Instead, the fountain of pure
Americanism.

It Is high time Indeed that we go
back to that end of the line for our
own regeneration, and as wo retrace
our steps to begin this process of
rebuilding, I could offer no more fit¬
ting text for the message you are
going to take with you to the people
concerning the road than this:

"The stone which the builders re¬
jected has become the headstone of
the temple."

CHIM is HOOT!
IDHD SC1UUIP

Three Prominent Men to liechle
Winner in Flrc.stone Good Iloads

Esuay Contest.
WASHINGTON. D. C.. Aug 17..

Three distinguished Judges. each
widely known In his Individual field,
will constitute a national committee
to award the four yearn university
scholarship offered for the best es¬

say written on the subject "«5ood
Itoads and Highway Transport" In
a nntlonal contest among high-school
pupils conducted under the auspices
of the highway transport education
committee which has headquarters
here.
According to announcement of the

committee, the Judges will b.- Dean
A. N. Johnson, department of engin¬
eering. University of Maryland, chair¬
man; Hartford Powel, Jr.. editor of
Collier's Weekly, and C. H. JIuston.
Assist a nt .Secretary of the Depart¬
ment of Commerce and President of
the I,ee Highway Association.
Cpon the decision of these Judges

rests the hopes and amblt!un« of
tens of thousands of high-school
boy« and girls from every State in
the union. During the last six weeks
olllces of high-school principals and
city and State superintendent** of
schools have been deluded with es¬

says and manuscripts. These now
are being Hifted and sorted, the bust
from each Statu being chosen
by a process of elimination. It Is
these best essays that will be pre¬
sented to the national Judges, to¬
gether with the best essay submit¬
ted from the District of Columbia,
Porto Klco and Alaska respectively.
The scholarship is the gift of li.

S. Firestone, of Akron. O.. a member
of the committee, offered at the re¬

quest of his associates on the com¬
mittee. The contest represents the
first renewal of the Firestone scholar¬
ship, the flr«t having been won by
Miss Katherine Hiltterfteld, of Weiser.
Idaho, who attended school last year
under its provisions.
Arrangements are being made bv

the highway committee to have each
of the fifty-one essays typed uni¬
formly and given a serial number
for the consideration of the Judges,
in that manner the Judges will be
unaware of the sex of the writer, or
the section of the country from which
the essay comes. They will, there-'
fore, be swayed by no motives except
the inherent qualities of the manu¬
scripts themselves.
After the Judges have eliminated

all but the best of the fifty-one they
will read, a meeting will be called
at Washington, when they will again
go carefully over the essays and
make their final decision. It is be¬
lieved the result will be known In
time for the successful contestant
to enter college the canning school
year. If the winner Is a senior stu¬
dent. In the event tho national prize
is given any pupil other than ft
senior In high school, the award of
the scholarship will be deferred un¬
til the winner Is ready fo take ad¬
vantage of It. The scholarship has
a value of not less than H.OQO.

IIHGINIII ROAD BUILDING
BEING DONE AT LOW PRICE
A vnilaMlity of Monti Materials In

Sections of Slate a Faetor
for Saving.

HIG CONTHACTS SAVK MONKV

Hid for 11.1 Miles of Concrete
Itoari ^25,()(>0 I/owcr Than I/o\v«
est Hlils on Same Projects la
Separate Contracts.
If It wore possible to compare tho

prloc paid for a mile of a certain
typo of road construction in Virginia
with the eont per mile of tho earns
class of construction In other States,
it would be found that road building
In Virginia its being carried on at as
low a mileage Cost us the majority
of her sister States. This is due In
a large measure to tho availability of
road materials In many sections of
the State. It Is practically Imposxlbl*
to compare prices per mile with other
States, or even in the same Btate, am
the conditions are vastly different In
a majority of cases.
The State Highway department can

compare unit iirlc«-« with those of
other States, and this Is being don*
through the Interchange of report*
of contract awards by Virginia and
North Carolina, West Virginia, Mary¬
land, Tennessee and many other
States. Theme show the cost of la¬
bor, cost per yard for excavating, cos!
per yard of concrete, etc. It would
be difficult to make Intelligible to
the average layman the dlfferenc*
between |i.40 and J2.96 per square
yard of concrete pavement and 48 and
64 cents per cubic yard for regular
excavation, but to the engineer any
appreciable variation in jirlce calls
forth an Inquiry as to the reason why.

f.aritrr Contracts Save Money.
In addition to candid admission of

the State Highway department and
the knowledge which any layman
would have that the building of short
sections or piecemeal construction
which Im being carried on In the
State under the present financial sys¬
tem is costinK more than the name
road would cost were the State High¬
way Department In position to let
larger contracts. Illds submitted at
a recent letting gave positive proof
of this. A section of 11.1 inllcs of
concrete road wa« advertised ok two
separate projects and as one con¬
tract. The low bid on the entire
inllouxc was $26,000 lower than the
lowest bids on the separate projects.
This letting also Indicated the re¬
duction in construction costs which
have occurred In less than twelve
inontha, the cost .being $11,000 per
mile lower than the cost of concrete
road construction under almost Iden¬
tical conditions and with the same
specifications. I'art ot this reduction
In cost was due to the fact that the
1921 bid was for twice the mileage
of the 1920 bid. The contractor Is
In position to place on the larger con¬
tract larger and more expensive
equipment, which will enable him to
do the work more economically.
As a further example that larger

contract* brin^ lower prices, the unit
price given In a bid on concrete sur¬
facing only on an eleven-mile project,
as compared with bid for surfacing
one and one-half miles with concrete,
showed a saving on this item alone
of }>),300 per mile.

NEW YORK IS CONSTRUCTING
500 MILES OF HARD ROADS
The State of New York plans to

construct 500 miles of hard-surfaced
roads during the present year, ac¬
cording to Herbert S. Slsson, State
Commissioner of Highwnys. Con-
i^cts have already been let for 387
miles at a total cost of *14.883,800.
The. completed mileage to date is
placed at 138 miles. New projects
for which contracts will be let Au¬
gust 12 and 14 include 61.13 miles
of bituminous macadam pavement, 0.5
of a mllo of asphalt block, 3.62 miles
or bltulithlc. 1.6 miles of combined
re-enforced concrete and bituminous
macadam, 26.3 miles of re-enforced
concrete and 1.31 miles of ro-enforced
concrete and brick. ,
The highway program as outlined

In the Hewitt law passed at the last
session of the New York legislature
calls for the completion of about 3,000
miles of highway In the next six
years. "Unless something unforeseen
occurs," says Commissioner Slsson,
"there Is no reason why this program
cannot be completed within tho tlm«
contemplated."


